In the Specification: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On page 1 1 of the specification, prior to the paragraph reading "The 
invention is now described in closer detail with reference to the figures, which show the 
following:," please insert the following heading: 

-- Brief Description of the Drawings — . 

On page 12 of the specification, please delete the two-line paragraph 
describing Figure 5, and replace it with the following paragraph: 

- Figure 5 shows the homology of certain DNA sequence regions of 
trehalose-6-phosphate synthase from a number of organisms , including S. cerevisiae 
(SEP ID NO:29), K. lactis (SEP ID NP:30X C. albicans (SEQ ID NO:3R S. pombe 
(SEP ID NO:32) and A, niger (SEP ID NO:33V 

Pn page 43 of the specification, please delete the single paragraph 
following the heading "Heat Inducible Promoter," and replace it with the following 
paragraph: 

— The invention relates to nucleic acid molecules comprising a heat- 
inducible promoter and to expression vectors and host cells containing at least one 
nucleic acid molecule according to the invention. The present invention further relates to 
kits and methods for producing one or more proteins using the nucleic acid molecules 
according to the invention and to various uses of the same. The object of the invention is 
to provide a promoter the heat-inducible characteristic of which is as selective as 
possible, in particular a promoter which is active in yeasts and which is suitable for 
protein expression at high temperatures. This object is fulfilled by a nucleic acid 
molecule comprising a heat-inducible promoter and which is s e l e ct e d from th e following 
nucl e ic acids: (a) a nucl e ic acid th e s e qu e nc e of which compris e s th e promot e r s e qu e nc e 
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of a Hansenula polymorpha gene coding for a protein with trehalose-6-phosphate- 
synthase activity ; (b) a nucl e ic acid with th e s e qu e nce indicat e d in SEQ ID NO: 1; (c) a 
nucl e ic acid having a sequ e nc e which e xhibits at l e ast 40 % identity ov e r a l e ngth of 300 
bp with on e of th e s e qu e nc e s indicat e d in (a) or (b); (d) a nucl e ic acid which hybridiz e s 
with th e compl e m e ntary strand of on e of th e nucl e ic acids indicat e d in (a), (b) or (c); ( e ) a 
d e rivative of on e of th e nucl e ic acid acids indicat e d in (a), (b) or (c) obtain e d by 
substitution, addition and/or d e letion of on e or mor e nucl e otid e s; (f) a fragm e nt of on e of 
th e nucleic acids indicat e d in (a) to (e) which r e tains th e function of th e h e at inducibl e 
promot e r; (g) a combination of s e v e ral of th e nucl e ic acids indicat e d in (a) to (f), wh e r e in 
th e s e qu e nces of the nucl e ic acids may b e diff e r e nt or th e sam e ; or a nucl e ic acid 
mol e cul e having a sequ e nc e complementary to th e s e qu e nc e of on e of th e nucl e ic acids 
indicat e d in (a) to (g) . --. 



3 



